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COCKBURN CEMENT LTD — LICENCE APPEALS 

Statement by Minister for Environment 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Environment) [3.28 pm]: Today I determined appeals on 
Cockburn Cement’s licence to manufacture lime and cement. Members have heard me speak a number of times 
on this matter and will be aware of the longstanding concerns of the community. Members would also be aware 
that over the seven years of the previous government, urban development came closer to the plant, and the eight 
new licences that applied to Cockburn Cement did not offer additional protection to the community.  

On 20 December 2010, the Department of Environment and Conservation issued an amended licence to 
Cockburn Cement. That amended licence included a requirement for new equipment to be installed on kiln 6 to 
dramatically reduce dust emissions. This condition led to Cockburn Cement announcing a $23 million 
investment to install a baghouse filter by February 2011.  

In my consideration of appeals I visited Cockburn Cement, and I also met with residents. My visit to the site 
gave me a very clear perspective of the land-use conflict that has arisen due to urban encroachment into the 
proximity of industrial emissions. The Department of Health also released results from its investigation that 
showed that dust emissions from kiln 5 also pose a problem, and within the community odour emissions 
continue to attract a high number of complaints. Given this background, I have extended the requirement for 
Cockburn Cement to install and operate new pollution control equipment for kiln 6 to kiln 5. To protect the 
community while the new equipment is being commissioned, I have required Cockburn Cement to stop the feed 
of any raw materials to any kiln that exceeds dust targets until Cockburn Cement has rectified the problem. 

In relation to odour, Cockburn Cement will now be responsible for monitoring and reporting odour emissions. I 
have also asked the Department of Environment and Conservation to investigate an independent odour 
assessment, funded by Cockburn Cement, to help determine the nature of the odour in the immediate area and 
provide a basis for action. 

This has been a difficult appeal determination. Cockburn Cement has been operating in the area since 1953. It 
provides over 300 jobs and valuable resources to the economy. However, there has been ongoing concern about 
the impact the facility is having on local amenity and public health. In determining the appeals, I consider that 
additional conditions applied to the licence provide a basis upon which Cockburn Cement can continue to 
operate at the same time as protecting community health and amenity. I have not been able to undo decisions of 
the past that led to the conflict, but in determining the appeal I believe I have set contemporary standards of 
control that properly reflect community expectations. 
 


